
 
Food Policy Council Meeting         July 22,2004 

WSU King County Extension 
919 SW Grady Way, Suite 120 

Renton, WA 98055 
Introductions 
Shakti Hawkins (Maria Cantwell’s Office , Leslie Zenz (WSDA), Mary Embleton (Cascade 
Harvest Coalition), Hannah Cavendish-Palmer (WSU KCE), Kelly Horton (Healthy Mothers, 
Healthy Babies), Haley Smith (P-Patch Program), Sarah Murray (UW), Erin Schau (UW), Karin 
Olefsky (UW), Pablo Monsivias (UW), Allison Leber, Holly Frieshtat (WSU KCE, Shawne Sanders 
(Food Justice Alliance), Rosalinda Guillein (Food Justice Alliance), Steve Evans (King County Ag 
Program), Thomas Forster (Community Food Security Coalition), Sandra Tassel (Look at the 
Land Inc), Jen Lamson (Good Food Strategies). 
 
As part of an ongoing means of understanding each others work and to see where we have 
alignment, we agreed to hear from each other at each meeting.  Linda Nageotte kicked of this 
effort by providing information on issues, needs, stakeholders and hopes for an fpc from the 
perspective of Food Lifeline. 
 
Food Lifeline 
Biggest challenge is disbelief b/c hunger in US looks very different than hunger in rest of 
world. Hungry people are eating highly processed, low nutritional, quality foods repeatedly. 
Linda provided a powerpoint handout, but here are a few tidbits of interest…. 

- US defined three categories of hunger: 1) food secure, 2) food insecure but lack 
resources from time to time, 3) food insecure with hunger. 

- In 1998 400,000 people were being served by Food Lifeline. This number had 
increased to over 600000 in 2001. 

- Mobility is an unexpected factor in food insecurity. More are moving because of 
rising cost of living. When people move they lose their support structures.  

- Food banks do not fall under any regulatory agency for monitoring, so Food Lifeline 
regulates safe food handling. 

Needs  
 Sign more people up for federal food assistance program. 
 Increases supply of emergency food and decrease the need for it. 
 Need a way to get new glut of perishable products (ready made meals) out to 

agencies. 
 
Stakeholders – hungry people! Hunger relief agencies, food banks, public policy advocacy 
groups, elected officials, faith based community and more. 
 
Hopes 
Food Lifeline represents just one strategy for addressing food insecurity. Linda wants people in 
hunger relief work to take their blinders off so they can see how all components are 
interconnected. This is one hope she has for the food policy council. 
 



Initiative is in the works for America’s 2nd Harvest affiliates to pool resources in order to 
purchase from small farms.  The conversation about this is just beginning at the national level. 
Contact Linda to learn more or to give input. 
 
FSNEP may change its audience to WIC only and would severly impact the reach of the 
program. For more information go to www.foodsecurity.org
 
Discussion of Advocacy Issue 
We had asked Mary E. look into what the limitations are for non-profits with regard to 
advocacy. 
Mary provide handout that includes matrix of allowable activities. Leslie explained that most 
food policy councils are composed of a mix of government and community orgs. As an 
advisory body, government members would not be able to practice advocacy but community 
orgs perhaps could. There is an argument against fpc acting in an advocacy capacity for this 
reason. 
T.F. Advocacy should take lower priority because dialog is needed among stakeholders of food 
system. Advocacy gets in the way of the discovery process and dialog. FPC needs to be a safe 
place for discussion of difficult issues. 
S.T. WA Wildlife and Recreation Council is an example of a successful entitiy composed of 
government and community orgs working together in an advocacy role. This is a 501c4 and is 
not governmentally sanctioned. 
 
Sylvia will put matrix of FPCs on the web site  at http://www.metrokc.gov/wsu-
ce/FoodSystems/Index.htm
 
Goals and Purpose 
 
Sylvia shared reworking of purposes and goals generated from last meeting, including a first 
take on vision, mission, purpose and goal statements. Leslie modified these somewhat and 
these were handed out as well. Leslie’s analysis of the list is that most items or actions do not 
require government sanction to be accomplished.  
 
TF pointed out that for him, what is missing is the “big prize.” For him it is a vision of “regions 
feeding cities.” 
 
Group worked toward basic concepts of what the big prize. 

- Create / change sustainable food system policy toward food purchasing 
- This means farm system protection 
- Policies to support goals. 
- Erin - Collate problem statements from all stakeholder groups – and move a 

common agenda forward.  
- Multi-stakeholder analysis.  
- Freedom for hunger. 
- Equity for farm workers in farm production. 
- Preservation of farmland while protecting food security. 
- Long-term sustainability of food. 
- Relationship to food needs to be restored. 

http://www.foodsecurity.org/
http://www.metrokc.gov/wsu-ce/FoodSystems/Index.htm
http://www.metrokc.gov/wsu-ce/FoodSystems/Index.htm


- Sustainability = environment, economy and equity 
- Cultural valuing of equitable food sources (education). 
- Create a safe table for dialog and discovery. 
- Need inventory of current policies related to food. 
- Education. 
- Urban rural dialog exchange to frame policy 

 
TF suggested putting list of visions on web for all to consider and then the Stakeholder survey 
idea came up again. 
 
Importance of vision is to get buy in and move ahead without getting off track. 
 
Someone made a suggestion to look at existing mission statements from other fpcs. 
The process of creating mission and vision is important for engaging stakeholders.  
 
Next Steps/Next Meeting 
 
CFSC can help with food system assessment – Thomas may have a role here depending on 
timing. 
 
Next presenter – Rosalinda Guillein from Food Justice Alliance will present on farm worker 
issues. 
 
Sylvia and Leslie proposed creation of recruitment committees – political and stakeholder 
 

Stakeholder Outreach Committee 
Alison Leber – chefs, culinary, food processors 
Rosalinda will help ID local farm worker orgs. and immigrant communities. 
Shawne  

 
Political/Governmental Outreach Committee (counties and cities) 

Thomas Forster – advisory role 
 
We set a regular meeting date and time of the third Thursday of the month from 1-4 pm. The 
next meeting will be August, 19, 1-4pm, in Renton.  
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